
Have you had the dubious pleasure 
of visiting a fast food outlet 
recently? They’re all getting on the 

healthy options bandwagon, touting salad 
sub this, fresh that and grilled the other. 
But by the time everything’s smothered in 
gloopy dressing and served up with a kilo 
of salty fries, these non-burger options are 
often no better for you than the traditional 
cow in a bun. They’re pretending to be 
something they’re not.

Which takes us somewhat tenuously to 
the new Benelli Amazonas. The standard 
TRE-K is their answer to the Triumph Tiger 
1050 and Ducati Multistrada, using the 
long-stroke, 1130cc three-cylinder engine 
and assorted chassis parts from the naked 
TNT in a tall, half-faired all-rounder with 
grunting delivery, firm ride and distinct 
styling (see the October issue for a head to 
head with the British triple). Clearly keen 
to tap into the popularity of BMW’s 
R1200GS, the Amazonas is the adventure 
TRE-K, graced with a 19-inch front wheel 
and chunky Metzeler Tourance tyres for a 
spot of Long Way Whatsit emulation.

And this is where the problem lies. Just 
as bolting a plough onto my old Saab 

wouldn’t convert it into a tractor, so 
making the bike look like it has potential 
on the loose stuff doesn’t implant real dirt 
abilities. Especially as it retains the hard 
suspension, firm seat and long gearing of 
the normal TRE-K. It isn’t a true adventure 
bike, lacking the considerations to off-road 
use and specific development of a GS or 
KTM’s Adventure – admittedly I lack off-
road skills, but I only have the confidence 
to tackle a couple of gravel farm tracks on 
the Benelli. And feel very out of place.

The rest of the riding experience is 
mainly unchanged: the burbling, surging 
triple still kicks in the bottom half of the 
revs, feels as though all the bearings are 
worn and makes a Triumph sound flat; the 
taut suspension devours fast, smooth 
bends; the riding position is natural; those 
analogue clocks look ten years out of date; 
and it only does 32mpg on a motorway 
and 29mpg on normal roads. Benelli claim 
the 810mm seat height is unchanged but it 
feels far higher than the base bike.

And unfortunately the alterations to this 
bike detract a little. The bigger diameter 
front wheel makes the steering heavier and 
a touch ponderous, and the knobbly tyres 

are even more at odds with the sporty set-up 
than the vaguely off-road rubber on a TRE-K. 
At an extra £200, it’s hard to see a point in 
the Amazonas.

So here’s the rub: if you want a practical, 
three-cylinder tall-rounder, buy a Triumph. If 
you want one with a bit more noise, style and 
exclusivity, buy a Benelli TRE-K. And if you 
want to stray off the hard stuff, buy a KTM.
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